SEAS 


= 
RS 
* 


Official Name: 
Real Situation: 
Area: 


Population: 


Official Languages: 


National Language: 


Colonial Dates: 


Free Associated State of Puerto Rico. 
United States Colony. 
Approximately 10,000 km. 


2.450,008 Puerto Ricans; 25,000 U.S. 
soldiers and marines; 70,000 U.S. ci- 
villians. 


Spanish (for the Puerto Ricans and 
English for the U.S. soldiers, res- 
idents and Yankee tourists. 


Spanish. 


July 25th: (Anniversary of the 1898 
U.S. invasion of Puerto Rico.) 


National Dates: 


Adjacent Islands 
Belonging to 
Puerto Rico: 


September 23rd: (Proclamation of 
the Republic in 1868, during the 
Spanish colonial period (for the 
Puerto Ricans and October 30th: 
Proclamation of the Republic, later 
drowned in blood by the United 
States in 1950.) 


Vieques: (Four-fifths of it has been 
converted into a U.S. base.) Culebra: 
(Two-thirds of it has been convert- 
ed into a U.S. base.) Mona and Mo- 
nito: (Totally in the hands of the 
U.S. government.) 


PASO PE LA SIONA 


OCEANO 


(WAR CARIBE 


ATLANTICO 


CcCOoAmMO 


ating ~ 


OINMNV?LY ONPIIO 


PUERTO RICO 


YANKEE COLONY 


The island of Puerto Rico, the smallest of the Greater 
Antilles, is located in the Caribbean Sea, east of the Do- 
minican Republic and between latitudes 17’ 50” and 18’ 
30” N and longitudes 65’ 30” and 67’ 15” W. Puerto Rico 
is located 1,500 kilometers from the nearest U.S. territory. 


Since 1961 the Puerto Rican Pro-Independence Move- 
ment (MPI) and other political organizations, together 
with the Puerto Rican Anti-colonialist Congress, have been 
asking the U.N. Decolonization Committee to make a de- 
cision regarding Puerto Rico’s colonial condition on the 
basis of Resolution 1514, approved by the XVth U.N. As- 
sembly. However, the political pressure exerted by the 
United States on the majority of the members of said 
Committee had prevented discussion of the Puerto Rican 
case. 


In its General Declaration the Conference of Heads of 
States of Non-Aligned Countries held in Cairo, United 
Arab Republic, at the end of 1964, requested that the U.N. 
Decolonization Committee make a decision regarding the 
Puerto Rican situation in the light of the principles of Re- 
solution 1514 of the XVth General Assembly. Later, 
Dr. Raul Roa, Cuban Minister of Foreign Relations, repre- 
sentative of a country that signed the Cairo Declaration 
and of a Latin American country that supports the Puerto 
Rican people’s desire for freedom, formally requested that 
the decolonization Committee include the case of Puerto 
Rico on its agenda. The Committee alleged “lack of time” 
as an excuse for blocking discussion of the Cuban request, 
a request that was based on the petition made by the 
heads of State in the Cairo conference. However, the De- 
colonization Committee agreed to discuss the Puerto Ri- 
can case and that of the Comoro islands in a coming 
session scheduled for March-April, 1967. In the face of 
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the imminent discussion of Puerto Rico’s colonial case 
by the U.N. Decolonization Committee, the United States 
speeded up the work of a so-called Committee for the 
Study of the Political Status of Puerto Rico. The creation 
of this Committee was ordered by President Kennedy 
in 1963. On orders of President Johnson, the Comittee was 
finally constituted and was made up of seven Americans 
and six “Puerto Rican” colonialists, annexionists and col- 
laborationists, who hastily reported their ‘‘conclusions”’. 
As expected, the Committee proposed what Washington 
had ordered: An electoral farce. 


_ Puerto Rico is not an independent country. Since 1898, 
it has been militarily occupied by the United States of 
America and converted into a U.S. colony. The people 
of Puerto Rico have not ceased for one single moment, 
to struggle with all the means at their disposal, for inde- 
pendence and national liberation. In the face of the 
srowth of the struggle for independence, the United States 
has been forced to introduce minor reforms and assume 
many disguises in its Caribbean colony. The simple an- 
nouncement of the holding of a plebiscite obviously 
demonstrates that Puerto Rico is not a sovereign country. 
The formation of the Committee for the Study of the 
Status with its mechanical majority of seven Yankees, 
proves the colonial nature of the relations between the 
United States and Puerto Rico. 


If there were any doubt left regarding the fact that 
Puerto Rico is a U.S. colony, it should be pointed out that 
the U.S. Congress legislates unilaterally and without 
restrictions of any type all aspects of the life of the 
Puerto Rican people. 


The so-called plebiscite the United States is trying to 
impose on the people of Puerto Rico in July, 1967, does 
not offer that nation any kind of alternative. It is a 
maneuver aimed at “officializing’” or confirming the pre- 
sent colonial status and “permitting” the United States 
to allege before the U.N. Decolonization Committee that 
“it is not necessary for that Committee to discuss the case 
of Puerto Rico since a plebiscite will be held in that 
country in July, 1967.” 
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It does not offer any kind of alternative for the simple 
reason that the U.S. Congress, which usurps the nation- 
al sovereignity of Puerto Rico, has not committed itself 
in advance to accepting its results. In other words, even 
if the electoral farce did not prevent the Puerto Rican people 
from choosing complete independence, Puerto Rico would 
continue to be a colony until the U.S. Congress feels like 
reversing the status. 


The sham plebiscite ordered by Johnson, following the 
Nazi pattern, will be held under the occupation of more 
than 25,000 U.S. troops, under the repression of the inde- 
pendence movement by more than one thousand FBI and 
CIA agents and some 8,500 thugs of the colonial police. 
These two circumstances are more than sufficient to 
frustrate or invalidate any so-called ‘‘self-determination”’ 
of the people of Puerto Rico. But there are more: Dozens 
of patriots in jail or in exile; U.S. control over the mail, 
custom houses, communications, immigration and emi- 
gration, over the judicial system, currency, banks, foreign 
trade, education, radio, television, foreign relations, sea 
and air transportation; quotas restricting agricultural and 
livestock production; and the imposition of a blood tribute 
through the drafting of Puerto Rican youth into the U.S. 
Army under threat of five years in prison and the pay- 
ment of a 10 thousand dollar fine. Moreover, the Puerto 
Rican people must submit to an oath of loyalty to the 
Constitution of the United States and to the United States 
as a pre-requisite for having a career or a profession, 
for working in any government institution or in the ma- 
jority of private companies and for exercising their right 
to vote. Furthermore, any American who has lived in 
Puerto Rico for more than a year has the right to vote 
in the elections, referendums or plebiscites, which the- 
oretically permits the Americans to swing the results of 
the Puerto Rican elections. Up to now, the seventy thou- 
sand U.S. residents in Puerto Rico have contributed to 
the alleged growth of the so-called Republican Statehood 
Party (a branch of the U.S. Republican Party). 


Any honest person, who respects himself and his coun- 
try, must reach the elementary conclusion that under 


15 


such conditions there cannot be ‘self-determination in 
Puerto Rico or in any other country of the world. 


The fake plebiscite in Puerto Rico has been proposed 
by the bitterest enemies of Puerto Rican independence and 
national liberation and of all the peoples of the world. 
It has been proposed by the U.S. imperialists and their 
lackeys — the murderers of the Vietnamese people; the 
ones who brazenly intervened in the Dominican Republic; 
the murderers of Patrice Lumumba; the authors of a 
thousand and one provocations against Cuba and the 
criminal invasion of the Bay of Pigs; those who bombed 
Laos and Cambodia and through NATO gave colonial 
France arms to murder more than one million Algerian 
patriots; the ones who are giving arms and other means 
of destruction to the Portuguese colonialists with which 
to murder patriots in Angola, Mozambique and Guinea 
and perpetuate Portuguese colonialism in Africa; those who 
daily discriminate against and murder U.S. Negro citizens 
and openly and resolutely support the fascist and crimi- 
nal regimes of Rhodesia and South Africa; those who in 
the past attacked the Korean people and today maintain 
a rotten dictatorship in South Korea; those who have 
unleashed a series of coup d’etats and imposed military 
and anti-popular regimes in Ghana, Brazil, Nigeria, Ar- 
gentina, etc... in other words, U.S. imperialism. 


The people of Puerto Rico have vigorously expressed 
their opposition to the sham plebiscite ordered by 
Johnson. In the so-called “public hearings” called by 
the colonial Legislature in December, 1966, 95% of those 
interviewed expressed their oppositon to the plebiscite. 
We must point out the fact that those interviewed had 
been selected by the Legislature itself and the majoriy 
of them were members of the government’s colonial 
party. Twenty-four high-ranking officials of the official 
colonial party publicly expressed their opposition to the 
farce. A group of young people of the government party 
were expelled from the party for demanding national 
sovereignty for Puerto Rico. Today, they are openly 
expressing their opposition to the fake plebiscite, from 
the ranks of an organization founded by them and which 
has been named “The People’s Vanguard”. 
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The annexionist party (called Republican Statehood) 
has protested against the sham plebiscite and has stated 
that it will boycott it. Its opposition is based on the fact 
that the U.S. Congress does not commit itself in advance 
to accepting the results of the plebiscite, and that a colo- 
nial status under the guise of “Free Associated State” is 
the obligatory alternative to annexation or independence. 


The Puerto Rican Pro-Independence Movement (MPI) 
and other independence movements are firmy opposed to 
the plebiscite as a matter of principle. The proposed ple- 
biscite is a doubly unjustified electoral farce. But, inde- 
pendent of whether it is a farce or not, the Pro-Indepen- 
dence Movement holds that the right of a people to na- 
tional independence cannot and must not be subjected 
to the so-called “popular” consultations organized by those 
who have seized control of the country, have tried to 
destroy all patriotic sentiment, persecuted and imprisoned 
hundreds of patriots, and dominated all the fundamental 
aspects of the life of the Puerto Rican people (economy, 
education, culture, etc.). 


Before invading our land, U.S. imperialism did not hold 
a plebiscite to find out whether or not the people of 
Puerto Rico wanted to be invaded by U.S. troops. Why 
do they now try to show the world that a “consultation” 
is necessary before they withdraw from our country or 
recognize our independence? To think that the U.S. im- 
perialists will hold “plebiscites” to really solve Puerto 
Rico’s colonial problems is to ignore the essence of U.S. 
imperialism and the crimes it has committed, not only 
in Puerto Rico, but in Korea, Viet Nam, Laos, Cambodia, 
the Dominican Republic, Cuba, the Congo (L) etc. 


The Puerto Rican Anti-colonialist Congress, a civic 
organization made up of professionals, merchants, indus- 
trialists, intellectuals, artists, etc., has expressed its open 
opposition to this farce. La Gran Logia Masonica de 
Oriente (Eastern Masonic Lodge), as well.as the Univer- 
sity Student Federation and the Pre-University Student 
Federation, has also expressed its firm opposition. Public 
figures such as Catholic priests, Protestant clergymen, 
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eminent economists, bankers, artists and intellectuals 
have denounced the fraud. 


Finally, the Puerto Rican Bar Association, including 
more than two thousand lawyers in the country, has pub- 
licly denounced the farce. The Association points out 
that there cannot be self-determination in Puerto Rico 
until the United States previously transfers to the people 
of Puerto Rico all the control and power which it usurps 
in our country. The Association also maintains that it 
has to be the people of Puerto Rico who, once the mas- 
ters of their own destiny, must decide whether or not 
it is necessary to hold a plebiscite to “associate” itself, or 
“integrate” itself as a new state of the United States. 
Independence, the Association points out, is simply a 
matter for the Puerto Ricans to decide. It does not need 
the approval of Washington. The so-called “association” 
must provide that sovereignty, which is the ultimate 
source of power, must be under the control of the Puer- 
to Rican people. In other words, it must permit the 
people of Puerto Rico to unilaterally put an end to the 
“association”’. 


In view of the overwhelming opposition to the fake 
plebiscite, the U.S. imperialists have “facilitated” the re- 
gistration of “political parties’ and they are offering the 
trifle of 37 thousand dollars to the heads of these parties, 
for “propaganda expenses”. In the euphemistic colonia] 
language the word bribery is substituted by “propaganda 
expenses” in Puerto Rico, just as call other peoples of the 
world, cannot be bribed, and they will express their mili- 
tant repudiation of this farce and will liquidate all the 
freedom-mongers in their country. 


The conversion of Puerto Rico into a state of the 
United States does not constitute a solution to the pro- 
blems afflicting that nation; on the contrary, it would 
increase them. The United States is a national state. 
It is not a multi-national state. Puerto Rico would have 
two senators against 100 Yankee senators and four or 
five representatives in the House against 480 Yankees. 
The United States would obviously continue, as it has up 
to now, to determine the vital aspects of Puerto Rican 
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life. Besides, the U.S. imperialists would continue to force 
Puerto Rican youth to serve in the U.S. Army and serve 
as cannon fodder in Korea, Viet Nam or wherever Johnson 
feels like. The Yankee control of the post offices, custom 
houses, production quotas, legislation, judicial system, 
education, in short, all the colonial evils would continue 
to prevail. On top of that, the people would have to pay 
Federal taxes (besides those they pay today) and re- 
nounce what they are today: Puerto Ricans, or Latin 
Americans, to become Yankees. 


Needless to say, and as the Puerto Rican Independence 
Movement has reiterated, to annex Puerto Rico to the 
United States, U.S. imperialism will have to trample on 
the corpses of the Puerto Rico Pro-Independence forces. 
The Puerto Rican patriots will veto, with their blood, the 
statehood or the juridical annexation of Puerto Rico to 
the United States. 


Following the armed insurrection and proclamation of 
the Republic by the Puerto Rican patriots in 1950, U.S. 
imperialism was forced by popular and international pres- 
sure to introduce formal reforms in its classic colony of 
Puerto Rico. Through the imposition of a fraudulent re- 
ferendum on March 3rd, 1952, in which the only alterna- 
tive offered was either to accept or reject the so-called 
“Free Associated State’, the fraud was consumated. It 
should be noted here that so-called reforms of the ‘Free 
Associated State” provided the flying of the Puerto Rican 
flag beside the Yankee flag, the singing of the Puerto 
Rican national anthem before the Yankee national an- 
them, and permitted the colonial courts to appeal their 
decisions directly to the U.S. Supreme Court instead of 
doing it through the Boston Circuit Court of Appeals. 
In practice, the Puerto Rican people were offered the 
alternative of raising their flag together with the Yankee 
flag or not, and listening to their national anthem (even 
if it was followed by the Yankee anthem). Needless to 
say, all the official propaganda attempted to make the 
people believe that all those who voted against, did so 
because they favored the continuation of Puerto Rico’s 
colonial status. 
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The referendum constituted another fraud. It was held 
under the occupation of thousands of Yankee troops, un- 
der the repression by thousands of FBI and CIA agents 
and colonial thugs, and while there were more than 
50 patriots under arrest in Puerto Rican and U.S. prisons. 
Among the imprisoned men was the Puerto Rican leader, 
Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos. 


The pro-independence forces opposed the referendum. 
The Independence Party urged the people to vote against 
it. The Nationalist Party of Albizu Campos urged the peo- 
ple to stay away from the polls. The results were 374,649 
votes in favor of the so-called ELA, 82,923 against, and 
319,649 abstentions. In other words, the so-called ELA 
was “approved” by less than 40% of the eligible voters, 
who “voted” in a “referendum” ordered by Law 600 of the 
U.S. Congress. 


If, according to estimates, the government bureaucracy 
employs more than 80,000 persons and 85% of the indus- 
tries are in the hands of Yankee monopoly capital, as well 
as half of the agricultural and livestock raising entéfr- 
prises, why they got 874,649 votes can be understood 
perfectly. Not to vote, or to vote against ELA, simply 
meant the possible loss of a job. 


Those who voted in favor (they were induced to think 
that not to do so was to favor colonialism, even though 
the colony would remain intact, anyway), as well as those 
who voted against, and the majority of those who ab- 
stained were against Yankee colonial domination in Puerto 
Rico. The colonial government had no doubts about 
that. That is why it had to put on an anti-colonialist 
disguise and use political, economic and police pressure 
to convince a part of the constituents to vote. 


Immediately, John Cabot Lodge (former ambassador 
of the Yankee assassins in South Viet Nam), then U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations in November, 1958, 
proposed that the organization relieve the United States 
of sending annual reports on Puerto Rico, “in view of the 
fact that Puerto Rico had proclaimed itself a ‘Free Asso- 
ciated State’ in 1952.” 
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In spite of the fact that the United States openly con- 
trolled the United Nations in 1953 and that more than 
half of the African and Asian states were not members 
(they were still colonies, like Puerto. Rico), the vote on 
the motion, after prolonged discussions and heated de- 
bates, was 22 votes in favor, 18 against and 19 absten- 
tions; that is, 37 voting against the motion, or abstain- 
ing, and only 22 votes in favor of the United States. 


In 19538, on the basis of this vote the United States 
alleges that the United Nations “already ruled on the 
Puerto Rican case.” In connection with this U.S. conten- 
tion, it is necessary to point out the following: 


—Resolution 1514 of the XVth U.N. General Assembly 
demands the liquidation of colonialism in all its forms 
and manifestations in all colonial territories or trustee- 
ships, and in all other territories that have not achieved 
national independence yet. Has Puerto Rico achieved 
national independence yet? The answer, obviously, is no. 
The most evident proof that it has not achieved it is that 
the United States continues to legislate for that country 
at will and without legal inhibitions and that Puerto Rico 
is not a member of the United Nations. 


—The fact that Johnson himself appointed seven 
Yankees and six Puerto Rican colonialists and annex- 
ionists to “study the political status of Puerto Rico” con- 
stitutes a clear and flagrant confession on the part of 
Yankee imperialism itself that the political status of Puerto 
Rico is not resolved, that it still remains to be solved. 


—The fact that a colonial plebiscite has been announced 
for, July, 1967, under Yankee control, supervision 
and subsidy constitutes another clear and flagrant con- 
fession on the part of U.S. imperialism itself that the pol- 
itical status of Puerto Rico is not yet resolved. 


The case of Puerto Rico, being a classic Yankee colony, 
clearly constitutes a measure of “anti-imperialism”, the 
anti-imperialism of governments, political, civic and labor 
organizations, public figures, etc. The so-called U.N. De- 
colonization Committee will prove, by taking up the case 
of Puerto Rico or not, by making a statement in favor of 
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Puerto Rico or of Yankee imperialism and colonialism, 
whether it is an instrument of moral support of the nation- 
al liberation struggle of the colonial peoples, or whether 
it was created to give false illusions, to block the struggle 
of the colonial peoples and to help imperialism maintain 
its colonial domination over certain key areas. 


U.S. investments in Puerto Rico are the highest —after 
Venezuela— in all Latin America. Yankee monopoly ca- 
pital in Puerto Rico obtains dividends and profits, tax 
exempt, exceeding 300 million dollars annually. 


Puerto Rico constitutes the fifth largest U.S. export 
market in the world and the first export market in Latin 
America. Only the United Kingdom, Canada, West Ger- 
many and Japan import more U.S. goods than Puerto 
Rico. 

Puerto Rico is a military fortress, a U.S. Gibraltar in 
the Caribbean. 13% of Puerto Rico’s national territory 
has been converted into Yankee military bases. A total 
of 9 large bases, including two atomic bases, and dozens 
of small installations encircle the coasts of Puerto Rico, 
which has been described as a civilian population sur- 
rounded by military bases. 


One of these atomic bases is a B-52 atomic bomber base 
with its respective KC-135 tanker planes and atomic stock 
piles of the U.S. Strategic Air Command (SAC). Another 
is a medium and long-range guided missile base. The Pen- 
tagon’s strategic interest in these bases is revealed by the 
fact that the U.S. delegation to the Meeting on Denuclear- 
ization of Latin America, held in Mexico in 1965, stated 
that the United States will accept the denuclearization of 
the Panama Canal Zone and the Guantanamo Naval Base, 
but not of Puerto Rico. 


In addition, Puerto Rico supplies cheap manpower for 
the U.S. industries and agriculture and cannon fodder for 
the U.S. army. Likewise, the United States uses Puerto 
Rico as a laboratory for neo-colonial research and as a 
center for the reactionary training of false labor, student 
and political leaders. 
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Puerto Rico is, moreover, used as a base of counterre- 
volutionary aggression against the Republic of Cuba and 
against Latin America. This role has been thoroughly 
proved by the criminal U.S. attack on the Bay of Pigs, the 
attack on Cuba by U.S. warships and pirate planes and 
the U.S. invasion of the Dominican Republic. 
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